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Edict of Restitution, by which he directed that all
ecclesiastical property confiscated since the Treaty
of Passau should be returned to its lawful owners.
If this could have been carried into effect, it would
have crippled the power of almost every Protestant
prince of Germany, and a great step would have
been taken towards securing the complete ascend-
ancy of the Catholic Church in that country. And
it seemed that it might be carried into effect, for
the Protestants were unable to resist the Emperor's
forces. In the past, his progress had often been
checked, because the Catholic princes feared the
growth of imperial power, but he was no longer de-
pendent on those uncertain allies. Wallenstein had
revolutionised the military system of the land, he
had collected a great army, united by the hope of
plunder and by confidence in the genius of its
leader; this* force was enlisted in the Emperor's serv-
ice, and all Germany was overawed by it. With
such an army, and with Wallenstein as his general,
Ferdinand was strong enough to render his authority
over the scattered members of the Empire no longer
a pretence but a reality,

The vastness of Ferdinand's plans prevented their
accomplishment, He would have been left un-
hindered by Richelieu, if he had only sought to
exterminate heresy, Though the Cardinal was too
wise to weaken his own country by expelling Pro-
testants from it, he was not inclined to interfere in
their behalf elsewhere; if he had no strong sympathy
with persecution, he had no strong prejudice against
it But the BUCCCIB of Ferdinand's policy wouldcity in his farewell counsel"TKeree, whichforms of taxation which added to their burden.
